
 

 

 



Year 10 Handbook  2 

Contents 

School Values ................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Key Contacts .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

School Organisation ...................................................................................................................................... 4-5 

Student Uniform ........................................................................................................................................... 6-7  

Student Engagement and Wellbeing .............................................................................................................. 7 

Year 10 General Information ........................................................................................................................ 7-8 

Work Experience .............................................................................................................................................. 7 

Year 10 Curriculum .......................................................................................................................................... 9 

Subject Selection advice………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… . 10 

Year 10 Core Units 

 English................................................................................................................................................ 10 

 Mathematics ...................................................................................................................................... 11 

 Advanced Mathematics ..................................................................................................................... 11 

 Science  .............................................................................................................................................. 11 

 History ............................................................................................................................................... 11 

 Geography ......................................................................................................................................... 12 

Year 10 Elective Units 

 Art ...................................................................................................................................................... 12 

 Ceramics ............................................................................................................................................ 12 

 Commerce ......................................................................................................................................... 12 

 Food Technology ............................................................................................................................... 13 

 Health and Physical Education / Recreation ..................................................................................... 13 

 Advanced Physical Education ............................................................................................................ 13 

 LOTE - Japanese ................................................................................................................................. 13 

 Media Studies .................................................................................................................................... 14 

 Outdoor and Environmental Studies……………………………………………………………………………………………14  

 STEM .................................................................................................................................................. 14 

 Theatre / Drama  ............................................................................................................................... 15 

 Instrumental Music ........................................................................................................................... 15 

VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education) ....................................................................................................... 16 

 Biology ............................................................................................................................................... 17 

 Business Management ...................................................................................................................... 17 

 Food Studies ...................................................................................................................................... 18 

 General Mathematics ........................................................................................................................ 18 

 Health and Human Development ...................................................................................................... 19 

 Legal Studies ...................................................................................................................................... 20 

 Physical Education ............................................................................................................................. 20 

 Psychology ......................................................................................................................................... 21 

VET (Vocational Education and Training) ..................................................................................................... 22 

School Values 



Year 10 Handbook  3 

 

Our school has four key values. We believe that by promoting and teaching these 
values, our graduates will be able to experience success and make valuable 
contributions to the wider community. 
 

Respect 

•Care for self, others and the environment 

•Accept and embrace diversity 

•Tolerate different opinions 

Responsibility 

•Be accountable for your actions 

•Make a commitment to all that you do 

•Act in a fair and reasonable manner 

Relationships 

•Be trustworthy and honest 

•Get along with others 

•Be sensitive to the feelings of others 

Teamwork 

•Be trustworthy and honest 

•Get along with others 

•Be sensitive to the feelings of others 

 

Key Contacts 
 

Principal  Allan Rennick  

Assistant Principal  Laura Mitchell   

Junior School Manager Chloe Jackson  

Senior School Manager / VCAL Gabrielle Plunkett 

Director of Curriculum Tanya Ryder-Barnes 

Careers & VET Managers Gayle Shelley / Holly O’Brien  

Student Wellbeing Manager  Lisa Mathieson 

 

Curriculum Managers 
 

Art/Technology Emma Lumsden / David Lloyd 

English  Shane Coady 

Health & Physical Education Trent Morison 

Sport Mahendra Mehra 

Humanities Amanda Todd 

Mathematics Christine Dell 

Science Erin Benham  

Instrumental Music Amanda Morrison 
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School Organisation 

 

Bell times 
 

Session 1 8:50 - 9:40am 

Session 2 9:40 - 10:30am 

Recess 10:30 - 11:00am  

Session 3 11:00 - 11:50pm 

Session 4 11:50 - 12:40pm 
Lunch 12:40 - 1:35pm 

Session 5 1:35 - 2:25pm 

Session 6 2:25 - 3:15pm 
Buses leave from 3:25pm 

 

General Office 

The General Office is open on Monday to Friday from 8.15am to 4.30pm. After hours the school’s 
answering machine is available for messages to be left.  Students pay monies and return permission forms 
for school activities to the General Office.  

 

Compass School Manager 

The school uses this online management system to streamline many school operations, including 
attendance, communication, event management and reporting. 

 

Buses 

Students living greater than 4.8km from the school are provided free school bus travel and routes and 
schedules are given upon enrolment at the school for students. However students intending on travelling 
on the public bus will be expected to pay using a Myki. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance at all classes is compulsory. Regular punctual attendance at school helps social adjustments as 
well as academic development. Parents are encouraged to contact the school over matters of concern 
including notification of student absence and any required appointments with staff.  If a student is to be 
absent for an extended period due to illness or family reasons, the school would appreciate a phone call to 
inform us of the situation. The Year 10 Coordinator can arrange for work to be sent home if necessary. 

 

Arriving late 

Students who arrive after 8:50am must report to the general office to obtain a late pass to present to the 
class teacher and it will be recorded on the attendance roll.  

 
Homework 

In general, Year 10 students should expect to spend 8-10 hours per week completing class work, set 
homework or study. 

 
Textbooks and Stationery 

Students in Year 10 are required to purchase textbooks for Core Subjects. Textbook/stationery lists and 
order forms may be placed through the school supplier Lilydale Books, 1/25-27 Hightech Place, Lilydale. 
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Curriculum Materials and Service Charges 

The School Council sets the Curriculum Material and Services Charge, which is also dependant on chosen 
electives. Families who experience financial difficulty can discuss payment options with the Principal.  
 

Reports 

Students will be assessed against the Victorian Curriculum and will receive ongoing reporting and feedback 
throughout the year. Teaching staff will assess Common Assessment Tasks via a rubric and they will also 
assign a letter grade. This feedback is ongoing and is recorded on Compass. Parents and students can 
expect to see feedback for Common Assessment Tasks within two weeks of the task being completed. 
Students should use this feedback to reflect on their learning and to consider areas for improvement for 
their next Common Assessment Task. 

Interim Reports are issued at the end of terms 1 and 3 and consist of a progress check on each student’s 
application to their studies, behaviour and attitude. At the end of each semester, students will receive a 
report on each subject indicating the student’s standard of achievement in Common Assessment Tasks, 
their progression against the Victorian Curriculum achievement standards, their commitment to learning 
and their level of personal and social behaviours.  Student reports can be accessed by parents via Compass. 

 

Newsletter – ‘Healesville Happenings’ 

The school’s newsletter ‘Healesville Happenings’ is issued to parents fortnightly and contains news of 
events, developments and achievements at the school throughout the year.  Parents can receive this 
either by email or via the school website.  It is hoped that all parents take the time to read this. 
Students and parents are encouraged to access school information through our Facebook page. 

 

Cafeteria 

The school’s indoor cafeteria is open before school, recess and lunchtime. Every Wednesday morning, 
some breakfast is provided for students. 
 

Library  

The Library Resource Centre is open from 8.30am to 4.30pm including recess and lunchtime.  It contains 
several study areas, including computer facilities and recreational reading areas. Students have ready 
access to a vast array of resources including a comprehensive research and reference collection, a wide 
range of novels and magazines, as well as audio-visual material.  

 

Indoor Heated Pool (Jack Hort Memorial Pool) 

Students have free access to a 25m indoor heated pool at lunchtime. This facility is located on the school 
grounds and is also used in some Physical Education, Outdoor Education and Sport and Recreation classes. 

 

Student Services - Student Wellbeing Centre 

This centre is led by the Student Wellbeing Manager and provides a variety of services to support students 
throughout their schooling. Professionals in this area who are all present on a weekly basis include an 
Educational Psychologist (learning assessments), Psychologists, Social worker and an Adolescent Health 
Nurse. 

 

Doctors in Schools 

Healesville High School is a ‘Doctors in Schools’ partnership school. We have a fully equipped doctor’s clinic 
and Health Nurse on site and students have access to this facility on Tuesdays.  See Lisa Mathieson to 
make an appointment. 
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Healesville High School Uniform Shop 

Uniforms 4 Me is the official uniform supplier and manage the shop in the Student Wellbeing Centre.  
Opening hours:  
Monday:  3.00pm – 4:00pm Friday:  12.45pm -1.45pm.  
Additional times at the beginning and end of the year are advertised in the newsletter. 
 
 
 

Uniform Requirements for Year 10 - 2020 

All students are required to wear full school uniform every day, during official school events and 
excursions unless otherwise instructed.  Parents having financial or other difficulties meeting these 
guidelines are asked to contact the school.  
 
Uniform items that must be purchased from the Uniform Shop: 

•HHS school approved grey pants or shorts. One style for boys, one style for girls  

•White school polo shirt with school logo and green stripe on the collar  

•Bottle green woollen jumper  

•School shower proof jacket (strongly recommended – keeps students warm and dry) 

•Optional - Black zip polar fleece jacket with school logo  

•Girls may also wear school check dress in summer. Dark grey skirt or new green check winter skirt. All 
skirts and dresses must be of an appropriate length; not higher than 12cm above the knee.  
 
Other items to be purchased: 

•Plain black fully enclosed low-heeled leather shoes or leather T-Bar shoes with buckle fastened 

•White or black socks to be worn 

•No pants to be worn underneath skirts and no tights with dress 

•HHS ties are optional and may be worn only with a plain white collared shirt  

•A plain white long /short sleeved t-shirt or skivvy may be worn under the school polo in winter  

•Plain black or bottle green scarves may be worn during winter 

•Thin black or bottle green headbands may be worn 

•Optional- Black blazer with school logo can be ordered 
 

Clarifications 

•Non-school jackets are not to be worn at school or to and from school 

•Canvas and slip on black shoes are NOT to be worn.  No white is acceptable on black school shoes. 

•Beanies are NOT to be worn at school. Sunhats are encouraged outside in summer. 
 
Sport / Physical Education uniform requirements  
It is compulsory for all students to wear the following uniform items for all Sport and Physical Education 
classes. They also need to wear this uniform when participating at interschool level.  

•HHS red polo shirt (sold at uniform shop)  

•HHS black shorts or plain black tracksuit pants (sold at uniform shop)  

•Runners  

•Hat (during terms 1 & 4). As part of the SunSmart policy students are required to wear a hat when  

participating in an outdoor activity in sport or physical education classes. A wide brimmed hat is 
preferable, but School Council has deemed a cap acceptable. Suitable hats are available at the uniform 
shop. 

•Students who are in Sport or PE classes in period 6 are allowed to go home in their PE uniform. 
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Dress code requirements 

When students are permitted to be out of uniform, their clothes should be appropriate to wear to school 
and must be as close to uniform as possible (plain, neat and casual). 

 
The following must not be worn at school: 

•Thongs or unsafe shoes- includes slippers and Ugg boots.  

•Singlet/midriff tops – shoulders/stomach must be covered, sleeves and a collar are encouraged.  

•Inappropriate length shorts, skirts or dresses.  

•Items with offensive or inappropriate language/pictures. Ripped or torn clothes.  

•Excessive jewellery and cosmetics.  

•Earrings should be limited to studs and sleepers, one watch, one plain necklace and bracelet, no more 
than three plain rings. 

•Piercings must be covered in practical classes to comply with safety regulations. 
 
 
 

Student Engagement and Wellbeing 
 

All members of the school community have the right to work in a safe and respectful learning environment 

free from intimidation, bullying and harassment where positive relationships are fostered and encouraged. 

When behaviours that do not support our positive school culture occur, the school works towards 

restoring relationships and appropriate consequences are negotiated using the principles of Restorative 

Practice.  

The Student Wellbeing Manager is available to all students, parents and teachers for support and advice in 

behavioural, social and learning problems. This person liaises with staff from all areas of the school, 

Counsellors and Youth Workers and outside agencies where necessary to assist student wellbeing.  

The school’s Health Educator (school nurse) assists with individual health counselling, health promotion 

and health education classes. 

 

 

Year 10 General Information 

Work Experience Program  

Year 10 students are required to complete a minimum of one week of Work Experience in the last week of 

Term 2.  The purpose of work experience is to give the students a taste of what employment is like in the 

outside world and provides them with an opportunity to explore possible career options. It also enhances 

students’ opportunities for part-time or casual employment.  For assistance with selecting a placement, 

students can see the Careers Managers. 

 

Maths Help 

Students from Years 7-12 can attend these sessions if they require assistance with homework, assignments 

or literacy/numeracy support. 
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Maths – Tuesday afternoons from 3:15pm – 4:30pm 

Sport  

The Intra-School Sports program includes the annual Swimming and Athletics Carnivals, as well as the 

School Cross Country event. Students wanting to represent the school in Interschool Sport through School 

Sport Victoria (SSV) can do so in athletics, swimming, cross-country, cricket, volleyball, tennis, baseball, 

badminton, softball, table tennis, netball, AFL football, soccer, hockey and basketball. 

 

Houses 

Students are placed in a House upon enrolment at the school.  

Dennis – Red 

Yarra – Yellow 

Riddell - Green 

Maroondah – Blue 

Student performances in whole school sport events such as Swimming, Cross Country and Athletics 

contribute points towards their house score, with a perpetual trophy presented to the winning house at 

each carnival. 

 

Camps  

- Gold Coast, Queensland – November team-building camp in preparation for the following year of 

VCE. 

- Lord Somers Camp 

Leadership Camps: 

- RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) - up to four students have the opportunity to 

participate in a weekend leadership camp supported by the Healesville Rotary Club.  

- ROAR camp (Yarra Ranges Council) - a selected group of students develop a community project. 

 

Student Voice  

Two students from each year level are selected at the start of each year to participate in Student Voice to 

represent their year level. Meeting on a fortnightly basis throughout the year, this group discusses school 

issues or fundraising activities and school events. 
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The Year 10 Curriculum 
 

Subjects are divided into Core and Elective based subjects. The courses often pre-empt the VCE and VCAL 
programs and are designed to lead directly into this next layer of education. Similarly, they are 
extensions of the learning completed in past years so that students gradually build skills in the direction 
of their choice. 
 

Students in Year 10 will study six subjects per semester.  

Each student’s program of study will include: 

• 4 core subjects 

• 4 preference elective subjects (2 per semester)  

* One full year VCE / VET subject may be selected to replace two elective subjects 
 

CORE SUBJECTS  

Core subjects are those that students are required to complete in order to move on to the next level. 

These are full year subjects that run for five periods per week and are compulsory for all students. 

English  

Mathematics   

Science 

History (one semester only) 

Geography (one semester only) 
 

ELECTIVES 

Electives are those that are chosen by the student based on their pathway requirements, as expressed to 

the school managers through appropriate consultation.  

The following subjects are semester-long and run for five periods per week: 

Art 

Ceramics 

Commerce 

Food Technology 

Health and Physical Education / Recreation 

Advanced Physical Education 

Media Studies 

Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 

Theatre / Drama 

*Instrumental Music –  is an extra-curricular program. Students are released from regular classes 
for one lesson per week on a rotational basis.  
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The following year-long elective subjects will run for five periods per week: 

LOTE - Japanese 

VCE or VET subject (see page 16) 

 
Subject Selection Advice 
 
You must be careful when making your choices to see that they are right for you.  Study the descriptions of 
units carefully and discuss your choices with parents and teachers. 
 

• Am I interested in the subject? 

• Will it prepare me for the future senior class I hope to go in? 

• Have I checked what is required for my career choices? 

• What are you good at? What do you enjoy doing? Think about your previous experiences, successes 
and difficulties with subjects already studied. 

• Will these subjects help you to develop skills, knowledge and attitudes useful throughout your life, not 
just your career pathway?  What are your goals? 

• Am I prepared to pay additional costs that may be associated with the subject? 

• Check Pathways. Is the subject essential or recommended to have successfully completed prior to 
undertaking a VCE and/or VCE VET subject?  

• Don’t choose a subject just because a friend did. 

 
For further advice on Career Pathways, please book an appointment with the Careers and VET Managers. 
 
 
 

Year 10 Core Units 
 

English         
The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of Language, Literature 
and Literacy. Together the strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding 
and skills in listening, reading, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English builds on 
concepts, skills and processes developed in earlier years, and teachers will revisit and 
strengthen these as needed, in preparation for VCE English and Literature. 
 

Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They interpret, create, evaluate, 

discuss and perform a wide range of literary texts. These include newspaper, film and digital 

texts, fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama and multi-modal texts, with themes and issues 

involving levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning and intertextual references. 

Assessment:  Based on student participation in class activities, submission of all set work 
and examination to a satisfactory standard. 
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Mathematics                    
Please note:  Students enrolled in core mathematics are expected to purchase a scientific calculator.  

The aim of this program is to have students prepared for further studies in General Maths or 
Math Methods. At the end of this unit students should be able to work both cooperatively 
and independently on simple and complex mathematical tasks. They should also organise 
and maintain a neat record of class activities and exercises and confidently use scientific and 
CAS calculators. 

Assessment:  A range of tasks will be used to assess a level of competence against the 
Victorian Curriculum dimensions for each unit. These include class activities, 
exercises, projects, problem solving, tests, examinations and homework 
sheets. 

 

Advanced Mathematics 

Please note:  Students enrolled in Advanced Mathematics are expected to purchase a CAS calculator. 
Students will not be able to complete the course without this equipment. 

Students who have demonstrated an aptitude for Mathematics will be selected to join an 
advanced class. Although aspects of the core curriculum will be covered, students will be 
further encouraged to develop their potential for the higher levels of understanding 
necessary for more challenging VCE Mathematics subjects. 

Assessment:   A range of tasks will be used to assess a level of competence against the 
Victorian Curriculum dimensions for each unit. These include class activities, 
exercises, projects, problem solving, tests, examinations and homework 
sheets. 

 

Science 
Students will learn how to use a variety of sources to understand concepts, theories and 
models related to Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Earth and Space Science. During classes, 
students will work independently and as part of a team to design experiments and develop 
hypotheses, conduct experiments, and write formal experimental reports. Students will then 
analyse data in order to write and present research reports based on scientific concepts. 

Assessment:   Students will maintain a science workbook with analysis of first and second 

hand data, conduct formal experimental and research reports, complete topic 

tests and end of semester examinations. 

 

History 

The subject explores the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the 
present, with an emphasis on Australia’s global context. This critical period provides the 
opportunity to develop historical understanding through key concepts, including evidence, 
continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives, empathy, significance and 
contestability. Students will learn how to use the design process, demonstrate knowledge of 
Australia’s development and place in the world, study the historical context that has shaped 
it, and demonstrate how to interpret, analyse and research data. 

Assessment:   Students will be required to complete a number of small research based 

investigations as well as a major project, which will incorporate a detailed 

analysis and examination of a chosen area of focus. 
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Geography 
Students will become familiar with a variety of geographical tools and skills, including: the 

use of geographical language to describe differences across regions of Australia and 

surrounding areas; the construction of overlay theme maps; and the range of ways to 

collect, analyse, evaluate and present geographical information. Students will be able to 

explain how the interaction of physical processes and human activities create variations 

within regions, and describe differences in culture, living conditions and outlook. Students 

are also encouraged to participate in activities to contribute to the sustainable management 

of local places. 

Assessment:  Students will be assessed across a range of task, including class participation, 
group work, bookwork, research assignments and tests.  

 

Elective Units 

Art 
This course will focus on a variety of technical processes with a particular focus on the use of 
traditional paint media. Students will explore the various materials and techniques 
associated with acrylic, oil, watercolour and spray painting. Students will explore a brief 
timeline of art evolution through Australian Modernism with a focus on the Angry Penguin 
movement. They will also consider a more contemporary look at art and its relevance to 
society and have the opportunity to view modern and contemporary art first hand.  
Assessment:  -  Steal like an artist 

- Inspiration and Influence 
- Angry Penguins 
- Paint 
- Still Life 

 

Ceramics 
Students will develop an understanding of clay construction techniques and processes. They will use 
a variety of hand-building methods including slab, coil and pinch, as well as joining techniques. They 
will investigate different types of clay and the different phases clay will go through, throughout the 
construction process. They will be extended to explore throwing clay on the wheel and larger scale 
ceramic pieces. Students may visit a local ceramic artist and observe how their studio practice. 

Assessment:  Students will be assessed via a Great Innovators assignment, an investigation 
into Australia within the Global Economy, a Civics and Citizenship report, and 
an assignment on the stock market. 

 

 

Assessment:       - Basic Hand Building Methods – Construction Task 
                                          - Intermediate Hand Building Methods – Research and Construction Task 
                                          - Wheel or Extended Hand Building – Construction Task 

 

Commerce 
This subject aims to guide students towards a range of VCE subject specific areas, including 
Business Management, Accounting and Legal Studies. Students will study business and 
innovation as they consider their role within the Australian and global economy. Students 
also explore the stock market and the role it plays in our economy, as well as investigating 
laws and the law making processes in Australia. 
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Assessment:  Students will be assessed via a Great Innovators assignment, an investigation 
into Australia within the Global Economy, a Civics and Citizenship report, and 
an assignment on the stock market. 

 

Food Technology 

Students will learn and demonstrate how to use the design process to plan and prepare a 
food project, efficiently implement the plan, and evaluate a range of food items based on 
specific scenarios. Students will develop the ability to understand the materials, foods, and 
physical/chemical changes that occur during cooking. At the end of the unit students should 
be able to prepare food items using the design process, and use a range of tools and 
equipment safely and hygienically. 

Assessment:  Based on the planning, preparation and evaluation of production work using a 
specific design brief, as well as the completion of written work in class, 
homework tasks and an end of semester examination. 

 

Health and Physical Education / Recreation          

Students will participate in a range of sports, focusing on developing both fine and gross 
motor skills, teamwork and team strategy/tactics. Students will also improve their physical 
fitness, through specific testing, understanding of health and skill related fitness 
components. Students will experience a variety of recreational activities such as lawn bowls, 
tennis, health and fitness classes, golf and archery. Students will explore the factors that 
affect physical activity participation by exploring the potential barriers to physical activity 
and investigate ways to enhance the dimensions of physical, mental, social, emotional and 
spiritual health and wellbeing of the community. Exploring (or examining) and assessing 
resources available in the community and the impact of lifestyle choices on overall health 
and wellbeing will be a focus. 

Assessment:    Practical participation in PE 
Practical skill achievement in PE 
Folio of tasks for Health  

 

Advanced Physical Education          

Students will learn how to identify ways to improve the quality of movement skills in their 
performance during complex physical activities in both team and individual sports. Students 
will also select appropriate training methods for improving fitness for specific activities or 
sports, and develop plans to improve or maintain regular participation in physical activity as 
part of a healthy life.  Students will also undertake an analysis of the skills and strategies 
(game tactics) that are employed by opposing teams during competition. 

Assessment: Students will complete a presentation to display their understanding of the 
components of fitness and the positive effects of exercise. All students will 
also complete a skill analysis, design a training program, and participate in a 
wide range of activities and sports. 

 

LOTE – Japanese  (full year - 2 semesters) 

Language study enhances students’ overall linguistic skills by contrasting grammar and 
sentence construction with English. Students will become confident in reading, speaking and 
writing basic Japanese vocabulary. They will also participate in cultural activities that will 
enable them to acquire language skills through authentic learning experiences, and will 
further contribute to building intercultural understanding. The course is designed to rapidly 
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increase the range of vocabulary and grammar of students to enable them to communicate 
fluently in Japanese on a number of key topics.  

Assessment:  Assessment will cover the four areas of oral, reading, writing and listening. A 
series of oral and written tests will determine the students’ ability and 
progress. 

 

Media Studies 

In preparation for VCE Studio Art or Media, students are expected to become familiar with 
the running of the Mac-lab, software (Photoshop, Illustrator, iMovie), and digital video and 
still cameras. Students will work alone and in groups to learn how to analyse and interpret 
film and visual stimulus for guidance and inspiration, then develop skills in planning for 
production. In particular, students will identify the codes and convention of a horror film, 
then transfer that knowledge while creating their own DVD cover and group film. 

Assessment:   Students will create DVD covers, analyse scenes from films, engage in short 
filming activities, and produce a film, as well as completing a short final 
examination. 

Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

Please note there are additional fees associated with this subject regarding camps and activities 
throughout the year. 

Students will be required to participate in a survivor program over three days on the 
compulsory Bush Camp, which includes a series of challenges. Students are divided into 
tribes to compete for the Healesville High School Bush Camp Shield, and all practical 
activities and theory in class is to prepare for this camp. The Bush Camp is held at Sheep 
Yard Flat on the Howqua River, with students self-catering and camping in tents. Additional 
seasonal activities such as surfing and cross country skiing will also be included as part of the 
course, and participation in all practical activities is compulsory. 

Assessment:  The Bush Camp is held in May or October, depending on the semester of 
study, and is the main area of assessment. Students must also submit all 
written assessment, attempt all practical assessment activities, and 
successfully complete the knowledge and skills test. 

*Please note students cannot do this subject as well as The Duke of Edinburgh and Environmental 
Adventures. 

 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) 

This subject incorporates aspects of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM). Students will work in teams on projects that provide an opportunity for different 
contexts to be explored and real world connections to be made. These projects will not only 
improve their STEM skills but also key employment skills including communication, 
teamwork, critical and creative thinking, collaboration and problem solving. 

Assessment:  The types of projects that students may undertake includes the use of drones 
in agriculture, spaghetti machines (aka Rube Goldberg machines), and 
sustainability initiatives. Students will be responsible for planning, conducting, 
reflecting, modifying and presenting their completed creation. 

 

 

Theatre / Drama 
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Students can opt to participate in ‘on stage’ or ‘off stage’ activities.  Off stage activities 
include set design, sound and lighting design, props and costume exploration, stage 
management, writing, directing, publicity, and effects.  On stage activities include creating 
and devising performance pieces collaboratively and independently, working with published 
scripts and exploring theatre techniques by theatre practitioners across the ages.  Theatre 
and Drama help develop confidence, self-esteem and provides excellent skills to improve 
public speaking and presenting which supports all other subjects that include presentations 
as part of their curriculum.   

Assessment:  As part of the Theatre/Drama elective, students will undertake three 
Stagecraft Common Assessment Tasks.  The first is a response to scripts, the 
second looks at the development of Characters and the final task focuses on 
the students preferred method (either on stage or off stage). 

 

Instrumental Music 

The Instrumental Music Program gives students the opportunity to learn a brass, woodwind 
or percussion instrument. Private vocal and piano lessons are also available, and small 
ensemble extension groups are available to join. The Music Program provides performance 
opportunities for students throughout the year, including two major school concerts. 
Through music, students acquire many valuable life skills and learn to play their chosen 
instrument in a safe, supportive and friendly environment.  

Assessment:  Students are required to attend an instrumental music lesson and an after 
school band rehearsal on a weekly basis. 
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VCE / VET 
 

Year 10 students also have the opportunity to enrol in one VCE or VET (Vocational Education & 

Training) unit in place of two preference elective units. Participation in these units will depend on 

availability, suitability and teacher recommendation. 

Completing a VCE unit enables students to: 

➢ Gain valuable experience in the processes and level of work required 

to be successful at a VCE level. 

➢ Complete an additional subject that provides bonus points for the 

ATAR score at the end of Year 12. 

➢ Challenge themselves academically. 

 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 
 

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) at Healesville High School is normally taken over two 

or three years with most students completing 22 units. The VCE does not require Unit 1 and 2 to 

precede Units 3 and 4, but it is strongly advised that students study Units 1 to 4 in order. 

 

Students are to select a program which includes: 

▪ 12 VCE/VET Units (Six Unit 1 and 2 study sequences) at Years 10 / 11 and 

▪ 10 VCE/VET Units (Five Unit 3 and 4 study sequences) at Year 11 / 12 

There are no prerequisites for Units 1 or 2 in any VCE study, although student performance in 

related subjects in previous years will guide which units could be coped with at this level.  

 

The following Year 11 (Unit 1 and 2) subjects may be offered for Year 10 students to study in 
2019: 

- Business Management 

- Biology 

- Food Studies 

- General Mathematics  (invitation only) 

- Health and Human Development 

- Legal Studies 

- Physical Education 

- Psychology 

*Please note: Only VCE programs attracting a sufficient number of students will run in 2019. 
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Biology    
In VCE Biology, students are introduced to some of the challenges to an organism 
sustaining life. Students examine the cell, as a basic unit of life. They will compare and 
contrast the needs of the unicellular organism and the multicellular one. Inputs and 
outputs are investigated, including how materials move into or out of the cell. Survival is 
studied at a larger scale; the interactions between the components of a habitat. Fieldwork 
is a component of this course. 

Unit 1: How do living things stay alive? 

• The features of and differences between, prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells 

• The internal features, or ultrastructure of eukaryotic cells. How they appear under the 
light microscope and their function within the cell 

• How the plasma membrane controls movement of materials into and out of the cell 

• The processes of diffusion, osmosis and bulk transport 

• How cells, and ultimately the whole organism accesses energy and converts food 
molecules into energy. The relationship between the ultimate producers of new 
energy rich molecules and the users of these molecules in investigated 

• The way in which organisms are classified into an ordered system and how 
relationships are recognised.  

 

Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained? 

• The variety of forms of reproduction at a cellular level 

• The impact of sexual reproduction on variation and the opposing outcome of asexual 
reproduction 

• The cell cycle and its various stages 

• Mitosis and meiosis, and their purpose in cell division 

• An overview of embryonic development, and how different layers of cells differentiate 
into organs and structures. Exploring stem cells in comparison to somatic cells 

• The structure and function of DNA and its relationship to how features are inherited. 
Meiosis will be reviewed as the process by which DNA is divided and sorted ready for 
sexual reproduction 

• The existence of genes and alleles and how they can be tracked during the process of 
fertilization 

• The patterns of inheritance including autosomal dominance, autosomal recessive, X-
linked and Y-linked traits 

• An issue related to genetics and reproductive technologies. 

Business Management       

In studying VCE Business Management, students develop knowledge and skills that 
enhance their confidence and ability to participate effectively as socially responsible and 
ethical members, managers and leaders of the business community, and as informed 
citizens, consumers and investors. The study of Business Management leads to 
opportunities across all facets of the business and management field such as small 
business ownership, project managing, human resource managing, operations managing or 
executive management. Further study can lead to specialisation in areas such as 
marketing, public relations and event management 
 
Unit 1:  Planning a business 
Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a 
nation. How businesses are formed and the fostering of conditions under which new 
business ideas can emerge are vital for a nation’s wellbeing. Taking a business idea and 
planning how to make it a reality is the cornerstone of economic and social development. 
In this unit students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the internal and 
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external environments within which businesses operate, and the effect of these on 
planning a business. 
 
Unit 2: Establishing a business  
This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a business. Establishing a business involves 
complying with legal requirements as well as making decisions about how best to establish 
a system of financial record keeping, staff the business and establish a customer base. In 
this unit students examine the legal requirements that must be satisfied to establish a 
business. They investigate the essential features of effective marketing and consider the 
best way to meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing and financial record 
keeping. Students analyse various management practices in this area by applying this 
knowledge to contemporary business case studies from the past four years. 

 

 

Food Studies 
VCE Food Studies examines the background to Australia’s varied and abundant food 
supply, and explores reasons for our food choices. This study is designed to build the 
capacities of students to make informed food choices. Students develop their 
understanding of food while acquiring skills that enable them to take greater ownership of 
their food decisions and eating patterns.  

Unit 1: Food origins 
This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural perspectives, and investigates the 
origins and roles of food through time and across the world.  Students also investigate 
Australian indigenous food prior to European settlement and how food patterns have 
changed over time.  Students investigate cuisines that are part of Australia’s culinary 
identity today and reflect on the concept of an Australian cuisine, considering the influence 
of technology and globalisation on food patterns.   

Unit 2: Food makers 
Students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia, exploring both commercial 
and small-scale settings, and the significance of food industries to the Australian economy.  
They produce and evaluate foods, design new foods and adapt recipes.  Students consider 
the effective provision and preparation of food in the home, and analyse the benefits and 
challenges of developing and using practical food skills in daily life.   

 

General Mathematics   
General Mathematics provides for the continuing development of mathematical skills and 
concepts for students wanting to complete VCE Mathematics in Unit 3 and 4. The subject is 
designed for students who have a wide range of educational and employment aspirations, 
including studies at university or TAFE. 

The skills that students will develop are: 

• understanding of concepts and techniques drawn from the topic areas of computation 
and practical arithmetic, linear relations and equations, matrices, graphs and 
networks, sequences, investigating and comparing data distributions, linear graphs 
and models, financial arithmetic, relationships between two variables and variation 

• ability to solve problems using concepts and techniques drawn from the topic areas 

• reasoning and interpretive skills in mathematical and statistical contexts 
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• capacity to communicate the results of a mathematical or statistical problem-solving 
activity in a concise and systematic manner using appropriate mathematical and 
statistical language 

• capacity to choose and use technology appropriately and efficiently. 
 

Students will need a TI-nspire CAS calculator, General Maths text book, graph paper, 
exercise book for class work and exercise book for summary notes. 
Areas of study for Units 1 & 2 

• Algebra and Structure: This area covers representation and manipulation of linear 
relations and equations, including simultaneous linear equations, and their 
applications in a range of contexts 

• Arithmetic and Number: This area covers mental, by-hand and technology assisted 
computation with rational numbers, practical arithmetic and financial arithmetic, 
including estimation, order of magnitude and accuracy 

• Discrete mathematics: This area covers cover matrices, graphs and networks, and 
number patterns and recursion, and their use to model practical situations and solve a 
range of related problems 

• Graphs of linear and non-linear relations: This area covers continuous models 
involving linear and non-linear relations and their graphs, and variation 

• Statistics: This area covers representing, analysing and comparing data distributions 
and investigating relationships between two numerical variables, including an 
introduction to correlation. 

 

Health and Human Development  
VCE Health and Human Development takes a broad and multidimensional approach to defining 
and understanding health and wellbeing. Students examine health and wellbeing, and human 
development as dynamic concepts, subject to a complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and 
environmental factors. Students identify personal perspectives and priorities relating to health and 
wellbeing, and enquire into factors that influence health attitudes, beliefs and practices, including 
among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. Students look at multiple dimensions of health and 
wellbeing and consider their own health as individuals and as a cohort. They build health literacy 
through interpreting and using data, investigating the role of food, and completing an extended 
inquiry into a youth health focus area. 

 
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 
 

In this unit students; 

• Consider the influence of age, culture, religion, gender and socioeconomic status on health and 
wellbeing 

• Assess measurable indicators of population health 

• Use data to evaluate the health status of Australians and enquire into reasons for variations and 
inequalities 

• Investigate the roles and sources of major nutrients as foundations for good health and wellbeing 

• Evaluate the consequences of dietary imbalances and consider the social, cultural and political 
factors that influence the food practices and food choices made by youth. 
 
Unit 2: Managing health and development 
 

In this unit students; 

•Assess factors that contribute to development, health and wellbeing during the prenatal, infancy 
and early childhood stages of the lifespan 

•Investigate health and wellbeing from youth to adulthood 

•Inquire into factors that influence the transition between these stages and later health status 
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•Examine the expected changes, significant decisions, and protective factors, including behaviours 
throughout these stages 

•Consider health and wellbeing as an intergenerational concept. 
 

 

Legal Studies    
Legal Studies allows students to develop an understanding of the impact our legal system 
has upon the lives of citizens. Students apply knowledge of aspects of the legal system by 
examining current criminal and civil cases and experience the operation of the Victorian 
court system with visits to the Magistrates’ Court, County Court or Supreme Court. 
 

Unit 1: Guilt and Liability 

• The role of individuals, laws and the legal system in achieving social cohesion and 
protecting the rights of individuals 

• Main sources of law, such as parliament, the courts and subordinate bodies 

• Types of law 

• The principles of justice, including fairness, equality and access 

• The relationship between parliament and the courts 

• The Victorian court hierarchy 

• Types of crime, such as crimes against the person and crimes against property 

• Criminal offences, including murder, theft and arson 

• Civil law, including negligence and defamation. 
 

Unit 2: Sanctions, Remedies and Rights 

• Institutions that enforce criminal law 

• The role of a jury in criminal and civil cases 

• The purpose of sanctions, such as punishments, deterrence, protection of society and 
rehabilitation 

• Types of sanctions such as fines, community corrections orders and imprisonment 

• Current criminal and civil cases 

• Methods used to resolve civil disputes, such as mediation, conciliation and arbitration 

• The ways in which rights are protected in Australia through the Constitution. 
 

 

Physical Education          

Students completing VCE Physical Education will have the opportunity to explore the 
complex interrelationships between anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill 
acquisition principles to understand their role in producing and refining movement, and 
they will examine behavioural, psychological, environmental and sociocultural influences 
on performance and participation in physical activity. Students participate in practical 
activities to examine the core concepts that underpin movement and that influence 
performance and participation in physical activity, sport and exercise. 

 
Unit 1: The human body in motion 

• How the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work together to produce 
movement 

• The relationship between the body systems and physical activity, sport and exercise, 
and how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity 

• The role and function of the main structures in each system and how they respond to 
physical activity, sport and exercise 

• How the capacity and functioning of each system acts as an enabler or barrier to 
movement and participation in physical activity 
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• The social, cultural and environmental influences on movement  

• The implications of the use of legal and illegal practices to improve the performance 
of the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, evaluating perceived benefits 
and describing potential harms 

• Strategies to minimise the risk of illness or injury to each system. 
Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society 

• Physical activity, sport and society from a participatory perspective 

• The role participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in their own 
health and wellbeing as well as in other peoples’ lives in different population groups 

• Different types of physical activity promoted in their own and different population 
groups 

• The level of physical activity required for health benefits 

• How participation in physical activity varies across the lifespan and the factors that 
influence and facilitate participation in regular physical activity 

• Individual and population-based consequences of physical inactivity and sedentary 
behaviour.  

 

Psychology         

Students develop knowledge of the changes involved in thoughts, feelings and behaviours. 
They investigate the structure and functioning of the human brain, the complex nature of 
psychological development, and evaluate the role of social cognition.  Students explore a 
variety of factors and contexts that can influence behaviour, studying both classical and 
contemporary research. 

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 
In this unit students explore approaches to understanding the role of the brain and the 
cerebral cortex, the impact of injury on a person’s functioning and brain plasticity.  The 
interactive nature of hereditary and environmental factors will also be studied, as will the 
development of cognitive abilities and the conceptualisation of normality. 

Unit 2: What influences a person’s perception of the world? 
This unit develops students’ understanding of sensation and perception, the influence of 
biological, psychological and social factors, distortions of perception of taste and vision, 
attitudes and stereotypes, status and social power, and factors that influence bullying 
behaviour. 
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Vocational Education & Training (VET) 

 

VCE Vocational Education and Training (VET) enables students to learn through practical experience from 

training institutions and actual workplaces and to gain a nationally recognised industry qualification. VET 

develops skills that will equip students for the workforce and further study.  VET may contribute to the VCE 

at Unit 1/2 or Unit 3/4 level or to the VCAL with each 90-hour block equalling one VCAL unit. 

*Please note full upfront payment is required prior to commencement of a VET course. 

VCE VET Programs 

• Expand opportunities and pathways in senior secondary 

• Have a vocational focus 

• Contribute towards completion of VCE/VCAL 

• Can combine with a School-Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship. 

• Provide the opportunity to test a career 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vet/index.aspx 

Students may select from a number of VCE VET programs. All students in a VET program are expected to 

complete some Structured Workplace Learning activities. Structured workplace learning is ‘on the job 

training’ during which a student is expected to master a set of skills or competencies, related to their VET 

program. The work placement can be one day per week, or a block release, depending on the program or 

individual circumstances of either the student or employer. 

 
VET subjects available through the Yarra Valley VET Cluster: 
 

• Acting (screen) 
• Animal Studies 
• Automotive - Mechanical 
• Building & Construction 
• Business 
• Engineering 
• Furniture Making 
• Horticulture 
• Hospitality - Kitchen Operations 
• Screen & Media 
• Music 
• Retail Cosmetics 
• Sport and Recreation 

 
For further information, see the Careers and VET Managers or the VET website.   

http://www.yvvc.org.au

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vet/index.aspx


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Healesville High School 
10 Camerons Road,  
Healesville Victoria 3777 
Telephone:   5962 4088 
Email:  healesville.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Web:   www.healesvillehs.vic.edu.au 

mailto:healesville.hs@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.healesvillehs.vic.edu.au/
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